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snaking a fhort apology For himfelf, telling me that I would perhaps be furprifed   Period VL

at Ills franknefs; but as he knew me, and was fure I would not make an ill afe  I734to *737*

of any confidence he made me, he would open his mind.    The cardinal then       1736,

laid down as a rule, that nothing but a firm union between the proteftant

powers in Germany could prevent the emperor's growing too powerfull: that

it behoved the king, not only as elector but as king of England, (and as fuch

the firft proteftant prince in Europe,) to bring about an union between the pro-

teftant powers, to fupport themfelves againft the emperor or any one elfe: that

it were to be wiflied a hearty reconciliation could be effeded between his.'ma*

Jefty and the king of Pruilia: that the king of Pruffia alone (confidering his

temper) was not of much confequence; yeV in a body with others, he would

make a great figure:   that it would ever be the intereft of France to join a

proteftant league in Germany : that it was no new thing there, France having

been conftantly engaged in their fupport*    He ran on a good deal in this pro*

jeft, faying, he did not fpeak on this fubjeft as commonly people of his cloath

tifed to do, but that, as niinifter of France, he was to prefer his matter's intereft

mid fafety to all other confiderations; therefore he was for keeping well with

proteftant powers, and glad to fee them a refpedable body.

I thought it right to encourage the cardinal in thefe notions. He put me
tinder no reftraint of fecrecy j however I judged it was better to add this in my
letter to you, than im one to the office, fmce probably he would not like to have
it made ufe of, and lookt upon what he faid as private converfation*

I muft own, fir, that fuch unexpefted confidence and {hews of fiiendfhip
might make me expeft they were to cover fome frefh game, efpecially confider-
ing the informations we have had of the pretender's and the court of Spain's
projects; but as all the others I have been able to procure feem to affure that
no harm is intended us, I proteft I am much at a lofs to find out what to make
of it. We have feen in feveral inftances the cardinaFs weaknefs, and how Chauve-
lyn has turned him about like a child, and made him recede from the ftrong-
eft engagements 5 but I can hardly think him capable of fo much craft and
falfehood as to hope to lull us aileep with fine words, whilft he was endeavour-
ing to deftroy us. Befides, the^general opinion of the inoft knowing here, that
/the cardinal would not for any confideration foever run the riflv of a new war,
feems to be an additional fecurity againft all we might have to apprehend
from France during his adminiftration.

' I muft not conclude this letter without a word relating to Cambisms nomina-
tion.   The cardinal owned to me this morning, very freely, that Chauvelyn did
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